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 All work is done through simple 

forms; no coding experience is 

needed. 

 NLC staff provides all of the sup-

port and training you’ll need along 

with a community of more than 50 

other Nebraska libraries who cur-

rently host their Web site with us. 

 NLC staff takes care of all of the 

software updates, security issues, 

and backups. All you need to do is 

provide the content. 

 The system is hosted in-house at 

the Nebraska Library Commission 

and is connected to the Internet 

through the network of the State of 

Nebraska. This guarantees both 

highly reliable speeds and uptime 

of any service provider in the state. 

 

And how much will it cost your library 

to participate? Nothing! We provide all 

this at no cost to you. All we ask is that 

you keep up with posting new content 

to your site on a regular basis and al-

low us to insert a small link back to the 

project’s site and the NLC. 

 

 If you are interested in signing up 

or want more information, head 

over to http://libraries.ne.gov/ and 

click on “Want to Participate?”  

 

      You can also contact  

       Michael Sauers via e-mail at  

       michael.sauers@nebraska.gov. 

Q:  Does your library need a Web site?  

A: The Nebraska Library Commission can give you one for FREE 

Published quarterly by the 
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Board Members 

The Nebraska Libraries on the Web 

project has been around since 2010 

and is open to any public library in 

the state of Nebraska. If you’re look-

ing to move your library’s Web site 

away from the version created with 

FrontPage back in 2002, have more 

than just a single page on your city or 

town’s Web site, or create your  

library’s first Web presence, this  

service is for you. 

As a participant here’s what you 

get: 

 Nebraska Libraries on the Web 

uses the open source WordPress 

platform which currently supports 

more than 63 million Web sites 

around the world. 

 WordPress is nearly infinitely 

customizable with more than 

1,700 base themes to choose from 

and more than 24,000 plugins that 

can add nearly any feature that 

you’d want. If you need more 

server space or a new feature just 

ask. 

 Multiple user accounts for your 

staff are available, providing you 

the ability to give different staff 

members different levels of ac-

cess to your site. 

 When you sign up the Nebraska 

Library Commission will provide 

you with some default content 

including a contact form and a 

calendar for your site. From there 

all you need to do is supply any 

additional information you’d like.  

http://libraries.ne.gov/
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Nebraska Learns 2.0:  
An Ongoing Learning Resource  
for the Nebraska Library Community 
 

The Nebraska Library Commission’s online learning program, 

Nebraska Learns 2.0, debuted in 2008. The program is still 

going strong today and, over the years, we have been thrilled 

with the participation and conversations that have developed. 

Nebraska Learns 2.0 (http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nelearns/) is an ongoing self-discovery 

program which encourages participants to take control of their own learning and to utilize 

their lifelong learning skills through exploration and PLAY. The goal of the program is to 

encourage participants to experiment with and learn about the new and emerging  

technologies that are reshaping the way people, society and libraries access information 

and communicate with each other. 

There are no formal classes or workshops offered to support this program. Instead,  

participants are encouraged to work together and share with each other their discoveries, 

techniques and “how to’s”, both in person and through their blogs. 

Nebraska Learns 2.0 participants are offered an opportunity to do a new Thing each 

month. In Nebraska Learns 2.0., a “Thing” is essentially a Lesson. Participants have all 

month to complete that Thing and receive one CE credit. If you are busy one month, or 

taking a month long vacation, that’s OK. You can just skip that month’s Thing and  

participate again the next month. Participants are always welcome to go back and do 

Things they missed, however CE credit will only be award for completing the current 

month’s Thing during that month. 

Another facet of Nebraska Learns 2.0 is BookThing. Each month we pick a single title that 

we feel has relevance to librarianship and/or information theory. Some of the titles will be 

very obviously related, while others may not seem so on the surface, but there is a  

connection. Your assignment will be to read the book and create a blog post answering 

some questions about the title. Each title will be assigned a variable number of CE credits 

based on the length of the book. If you’ve previously read the month’s choice, that’s great! 

You don’t have to re-read the book, unless you really want to. You are still welcome to 

participate by sharing your thoughts on the book. 

If you are new to Nebraska Learns 2.0, your first assignment is to sign up to participate 

at: http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nelearns/sign-up-2/  Then check out this month’s Thing 

and BookThing on the program website at http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nelearns/  This 

program is open to ALL Nebraska librarians, library staff, library friends, library board 

members and school media specialists.  

We hope you'll join your library colleagues in the fun as you learn about new and exciting 

technologies! 
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Road Trip to ALA! 
 

The American Library Association Annual 

Conference is being held in Chicago this  

summer. The Nebraska Library Association and 

the Nebraska Regional Library System received 

a grant from the Nebraska Library Commission 

to help with the cost of chartering a bus for  

library staff to attend the conference. We will 

leave on June 27th and return on July 2nd.  

The fee will be $50 per person. If you are inter-

ested, please register with NLA at 

 http://nebraskalibraries.org/archives/915 

 

Grant Library  

Receives Internship 

Grant 
 

RVLS member, Hastings Memorial Library in 

Grant, was recently awarded a 21st Century  

Librarian internship grant from the Nebraska  

Library Commission and Nebraska Library  

Association. The Nebraska Library Commission’s 

Cultivating Rural Librarians’ 21st Century Skills  

program offers support to accredited public  

libraries for student internships. Through a  

partnership with the Nebraska Library Association 

and funded through a grant from the Institute of 

Museum and Library Services (IMLS) Laura Bush 

21st Century Librarian Program, the internship 

grants increase awareness about the library  

profession and the opportunities for employment  

in Nebraska libraries. 

Grant Awarded to  

Hildreth Friends of  the 

Library 
 

The Friends of the Hildreth  

Public Library received a helping 

hand recently, thanks to the 

generosity of a lifelong educator, 

the late Shirley Kreutz Bennett of Lincoln.  Each 

year the Kreutz Bennett Donor-Advised Fund, an 

affiliated fund of the Nebraska Community 

Foundation (NCF), accepts proposals for match-

ing grants for public libraries in communities 

with populations of fewer than 3,000.   

 

Following Ms. Kreutz Bennett’s wishes, a Fund 

Advisory Committee composed of her nieces 

and nephews recommends grants in three  

areas: planning grants leading to accreditation; 

enhancement grants to improve library services; 

and facilities grants for new construction or the 

renovation, restoration or rehabilitation of  

current libraries.   

 

All grants require a certain level of matching 

funds and evidence that the project has broad 

community support.  Approximately $70,000 is 

available each year. Grant seekers are  

encouraged to review the guidelines and appli-

cation procedures at 

www.NebraskaHometown.org/fund/kreutzbennett.  

 

Hildreth Friends of the Library was awarded 

$20,000 to help with a construction project that 

will double the size of the current library to 

2,000 square feet and add an accessible public 

restroom. The additional space will allow for 

new acquisitions and physical space for digital 

technology equipment. 

 

There are 228 libraries in Nebraska communi-

ties with populations under 3,000, which makes 

them eligible for a grant from the Kreutz Ben-

nett Donor-Advised Fund.  For more information, 

contact Reggi Carlson, NCF Communications 

Director, (402) 323-7331or  

rcarlson@nebcommfound.org.  

http://nebraskalibraries.org/archives/915
http://www.NebraskaHometown.org/fund/kreutzbennett
mailto:rcarlson@nebcommfound.org
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Republican Valley Library System Board Meeting 
March 1, 2013 11:00 am 

Landmark Center 

Hastings, NE 
 

PRESENT:  Jody Crocker, Dixie Codner, Annette Eisenhart, Beth Falla, Jane Hilton, Tim Johnson, Mo 

Khamouna, Vicki Perrie, Dana Wade,  Sky Seery (via Skype),  

ABSENT:  Claudette Wielechowski, Barbara Whitehead 

ALSO PRESENT:  Denise Harders (Systems Administrator), Richard Miller (NLC Rep), Steve Batty (NLC 

Commissioner), Terri Johnson 

Agenda 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL:  Mo Khamouna called the meeting to order at 11:05 am.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  (11.2.12) Dana Wade moved to accept the minutes, Tim Johnson seconded.  

(1.11.13) Changes to the Jan. meeting minutes are from the 8th and a teleconference to the 1st in person at the 

Landmark Center.  Dana Wade moved to accept the minutes as corrected, Tim Johnson seconded.   

FINANCIAL REPORT: 66% through fiscal year. Vicki Perrie made a motion to accept the financial reports, 

Jane Hilton seconded.   

CORRESPONDENCE:  There was no correspondence to share.   

DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 2nd Annual Week of Weeding is March 4-8th.  Summer Reading Workshop is March 

8th in Elwood.  eReader Workshop March 14.  There is a DVD for the LB470 w/Susan Sapp.  A viewing guide 

and template is available for those interested.  New Accreditations Guidelines (6 in RVLS are due) – Valley Visit 

in NP for late April.  More workshops to come.  Some of the changes (per Richard Miller) no longer 3 levels.  Guidelines 

start w/15 things to even start the Accreditation process.  New system is Gold, Silver, Bronze.  1 document, w/levels determined by 

accumulated points.  Nothing will be able to knock you out of the running. Will now be 300 points, as opposed to 111 points.  List 

of policies, each policy earns a point.   

OLD BUSINESS: 

Annual Meeting Location – June 7, 2013 @ Superior, w/out Lady Vestey.  Walking tour available.  Winery will 

give free tours.  Meeting at the library, lunch across the street with the church ladies, then walking tour/tour of 

houses.  Tim Johnson moved to have the meeting in Superior, with the condition we have the events available.  

Annette Eisenhart seconded.  Should the Superior location not work out, Hastings is another location.  

PLTS Spring Meetings – Help!  I’m not a Social Worker! Sessions are 10:00-3:00 featuring Carolyn Davidson 

Brewer at the following dates/locations – April 2nd Mid-Plains Community College, April 3rd Kearney Public Li-

brary, April 4th Walt Branch Library (Lincoln) and April 5th Blair Public Library.  Cost is $10 

NEW BUSINESS:  

RVLS Board Nominations – Due May 15, 2013 nominees may be library employees or library customers repre-

senting any of the System counties.  Three people are finishing their first terms, Vicki, Claudette and Sky are eligi-

ble to run again, if they would like.   

Pitney Bowes Service Contract – The postage meter contract is up, Denise isn’t a fan of them.  Instead of the 

postage meter, suggestions are using online postage or using the credit card at the PO.  Jody Crocker moved to 

not renew the Pitney Bowes contract, Vicki Perrie seconded.  {Denise cheered!} 

Personnel Policy – Change to the Personnel Policy is under Section 4, Compensation.  Previously salaries were 

paid once a month after the 3rd Monday.  It has now been changed to state “Salaries will be paid twice each 
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month on the 15th and the last day of each month.” Jane Hilton made a motion to change the policy to re-

flect what is in bold.  Dixie Codner seconded.   

Job Description – Richard Miller suggested putting Nebraska Library Commission first on the job description 

before the Library Systems.  Vickie made a motion to switch the wording to reflect NLC first before other li-

brary systems.  Dana seconded.   

System Plan of Service – 2011-2013  Change wording as reflected above in Job Description. It was suggested 

to remove trainings on E-Rate, as it’s something Christa Burns does.  There needs to be something about the 

Disc Repair Machine, possibly on page 2 under goal 1.   We will approve it in September at the first Board 

Meeting.  Terri Johnson suggested that the webpage is added under the Professional Consulting section.   

 

2013-2014 RVLS Board Meeting Schedule –  

September 6, 2013 – Location TBD 

November 1, 2013 – Teleconference 

January 3, 2014 – Teleconference 

March 7th, 2014 – Location TBD – Jane Hilton, Elwood hosting possibility 

June 6th, 2014 – Annual Meeting Location TBD 

All RVLS Board Meetings are open to the public.   

Preliminary Budget – Expect our funding to remain steady.  It’s a good thing.  Maybe even asking for $$ next 

year.  

NLC COMMISSIONERS REPORT:  Steve will connect with a couple of people to talk fundraising and 

help promote library fundraisers here and there.  McCook is finally moving along.  UNK School Librarian En-

dorsement Program nationally recognized by ALA and NCATE. (*UNO has a school endorsement too)Teen 

Tech Week – March 10 – 16, 2013. Nebraska Libraries invited to check out “Let’s Build Nebraska”. 

NLC REPRESENTATIVE REPORT:  Library and Information Science @ Missouri Program Information 

Meeting (Master’s Degree) on 3.8.13. Personnel Changes in Regional Library Systems, due to retirements and 

or job opportunities.  Many thanks to outgoing and welcome new Admins! 2013 Big Talk from Small Libraries 

was Feb. 28th {Note from Sky – it was really, really good!}  Keep an eye out on website for the recorded ses-

sions. Reminder: 21st Century Librarian Scholarship Applications due Mar. 1, 2013. National Endowment for 

the Humanities Preservation Assistance Grants for Smaller Institutions – applications due May 1, 2013.  O Pio-

neers! Named the 2013 One Book One Nebraska title.  Basic Skills classes are scheduled; check the NLC web-

site for more details.  Recycle those old TBBS Application Forms and remember new forms available in Span-

ish too!  There are plenty of NCompass Live sessions, see website for details.  Scarecrow Press is seeking au-

thors for a planned book on creative management of small public libraries in the 21st Century.  

The Board went into Executive Session at 12:36 p.m. to discuss the Use of the System Car policy and salaries 

for the 2013-2014 fiscal year. The Executive Session ended at 1:20 p.m. The Board determined that when the 

administrator is gone for an extended period of time (on vacation or at an out-of-state conference), the System 

Car is to be parked at the Landmark Center. The administrator will receive a 1% increase  in salary and the ad-

ministrative assistant will receive an additional 30 cents per hour for the next year. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m. with Dana Wade making a motion to adjourn and Jane Hilton seconding.  

NEXT BOARD MEETING:  Annual Meeting – June 7th, possibly at Superior {Stay tuned!} 
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         2013 Annual Meeting 

Republican Valley Library System  

June 7, 2013 

  Superior Public Library 

      449 North Kansas 

Superior, NE 68978 

9:30—   RVLS Board Meeting  

11:00—RVLS Annual Meeting 

12:00—Lunch  (included in Registration fee) 

12:45—NE Library Commission Report  
              by Rod Wagner 

1:00 pm—2:30 pm—Walking tour of  the  
                    historical downtown area and  
                    the Victorian residential area.    
                    (Be sure to wear walking shoes.)  

Everyone is Welcome 

We will have the opportunity 
to visit the interior of  this  
beautiful home.  

Registrations Due— May 23, 2013 

Registration Form                2013 RVLS Annual Meeting—June 7, 2013 

Name:___________________________________Library:_____________________________ 

E-mail:____________________________________ 

Please send this registration form and $20 per person to:  

         Republican Valley Library System 

         2727 West 2nd St.  Suite #233 

         Hastings, NE 68901 

2 ces 
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Mark Your Calendar 

May 2  Valley Visit—Personnel Policy, Grand Island Public Library 10:30—12:30 

May 3  Valley Visit—Personnel Policy, North Platte Public Library 10:30—12:30 

May 6-17 Basic Skills Class—Reference 

May 20 Valley Visit—Personnel Policy, Hildreth Public Library 10:00—Noon 

May 30 RVLS Board Nominations Due (see page 9) 

June 3-14 Basic Skills Class—Management and Supervision 

June 7  RVLS Annual Meeting—Superior Public Library, Everyone Welcome (see page 6) 

June 15 Large Print Bulk Loan Payment Due (see page 8) 

June 17-28 Basic Skills Class—Intellectual Freedom 

June 27-July 2 ALA Annual Conference, Chicago, Bus Trip (see page 3) 

July 15-26 Basic Skills—Library Technology 

August 5-9 Nebraska Library Leadership Institute (pending funding) 

August 19-30 Basic Skills—Library Finance 

 

 

Disc Cleaning and Repair 
  

 From July 1, 2012 thru June 30, 2013, each 

RVLS member library has 10 free disc  
cleanings.   

 If you have more than 10 discs that need  
fixing, you may send them to us and we will 

repair them and send them back with an  
invoice for 50 cents per disc.  

 If you come to the RVLS Office in Hastings 
and pick up the repaired discs, the charge is 35 cents per disc.  

 

A similar service at a retail video outlet costs more than $5.00 per disc! 

  

The RTI ECO Auto-Smart is amazing!  It will repair almost all scratches, no 
matter how deep. However, if the disc is cracked, we cannot fix it.  
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The following audiobooks have recently been added to the RVLS  Collection: 

 Stringer by Lou Cameron 

 Six Years by Harlan Coben 

 Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn 

 Touch and Go by Lisa Garner 

 Family Pictures by Jane Green 

 Deadly Stakes  by J. A. Jance 

 Dream Eyes by Jane Ann Krentz 

 The Key-Lock Man by Louis L’Amour 

 Little Wolves by Thomas Maltman 

 The Twelve Tribes of Hattie by Ayana Mathis 

 Snow White Must Die by Nele Newhaus 

 Safe Haven by Nicholas Sparks 

 The Man in 3B by Carl Weber 

On the Bookshelf 

BULK LOAN OF LARGE PRINT BOOKS 
Is your library currently taking advantage of RVLS’s BULK LOAN service? 
If not, you might consider joining! 
 
For a fee of $50.00, your library will receive bulk loans of 200 large print titles per year.  
Typically, you will receive 50 new books each quarter and send the previous 50 books back. You 
are responsible for shipping charges, if any.  Depending on your location, your books will come 
from Hastings Public Library or McCook Public Library. 
 
The $50.00 payment (due by June 15, 2013) covers the period from July 1, 2013 through June 
30, 2014 and will be made to the Republican Valley Library System. 
 
If you have questions or wish to begin participating, please contact the RVLS office by June 1, 2013. 
 

Republican Valley Library System  

Phone: 402-462-1875 or  800-569-4961 

2727 W. 2nd Street, #233  

Hastings, NE 68901  

rvlsadmin@inebraska.com 
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RVLS Board Nominations 
 

Do you know someone who would be interested in serving on your Library System 

Board?  The Republican Valley Library System is accepting nominations for three 
positions on the board for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2013.  

 

RVLS board members are elected at the Annual Meeting and serve for a 3-year term. 
 

What is the Role of the System Board? 

 

The System Board is the governing body of the Republican Valley Library System; its 

function is similar to that of a public library board of trustees or any non-profit corpo-
ration.  Board member tasks include: 

 

 Being an advocate for the System and System services 

 Budget preparation 

 Evaluation of System services and programs 

 Design of specification for provision of System services 

 

How Often Does the System Board Meet? 

 
The System Board meets five times per year, at designated places around the system 

or by telephone conference call.  Meetings usually last about two hours. 

 

Are Members of the Board Reimbursed for Expenses? 
 

Members are not permitted to receive a salary, wage or fee for their services.   
However, they are reimbursed for actual expenses incurred in carrying out their  

duties.  The cost of travel to and from Board and committee meetings is reimbursed 

at the current Federal allowable rate; examples of other reimbursed expenses are  
telephone charges and postage. 

 

Nominees for the positions may be library employees or library customers.  Nominees 
representing any of the System counties are welcome. Deadline for nominations is 

May 30, 2013. 

 

If you would like to be on the RVLS Board or someone you know would like 
to be on the Board, please contact Denise or Kay at the RVLS Office before 

May 30th, 2013. 
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1. Choose a demographic. If you are planning to read only chick lit, don’t try to make it a 

couples book club. This goes for you too, guys… not willing to read anything fiction or that 
doesn’t have a war, sports event, or serial killer in it? Don’t join the co-ed group that might 

want to mix it up. However, obsessed with war? Can’t get enough Young Adult? Then find 

others who adore the same genres and go from there! 

2. Try to pick books that are under 400 pages. Somewhere around 300 pages seems to 
work best, long enough to be meaningful, short enough that people can finish. Honestly, 

most book clubs are more social than literary, but that’s part of the fun! The book is just a 

great excuse to get together. So, save your Tolstoy for your own reading challenge and 
choose books that have quick, engaging plots. It will always be more fun to get together 

with a group that has actually read the book rather than two people who have and five peo-

ple who didn’t get past chapter three. 

3. Be realistic with your schedule. Every month is a lot even for avid readers. Most peo-
ple have a list of books that they would like to read, so if you are having book club every 

month it means they are having to put those books on the back burner (or are reading 

those books instead of the book club selection). Aim for every other month for a good bal-
ance (or even once a quarter if you’re ok with a bigger gap). It’s also important to keep to a 

time schedule. Two hours is a good amount of time to plan for. The first 45 minutes or so 
can be for #s 4 and 5 (below) and then the next hour and fifteen for the book. If you’re 

leading, keep people on track so that the night doesn’t drag on. 

4. Incorporate food. Feed people. Make a sign up sheet and rotate who is bringing what. 

Trying to get home for dinner after work and then speed over to book club makes for some 

late people, puts off the discussion, and has everyone leaving later than they had planned 

(and less likely to want to come back). 

5. Allow for some hang out time. It’s pretty hard to jump right into the discussion of a 

book the moment everyone arrives – it makes for a school-like atmosphere.. Allow time for 

people to decompress from their day and catch up with each 
other. This is the perfect time to eat (#4). Afterwards you can 

move away from the table and offer drinks to signal the time to 

start chatting about the book. If you are leading the night, refer 
to #3 – best to have people leave wanting more time than leave 

after having spent the last half hour devising a plan to get out of 

the next book club. 

http://bookriot.com/2013/02/05/top-5-tips-for-a-successful-book-club/ 

Top 5 Tips for a Successful Book Club 

Let’s face it, book clubs are fantastic in theory, but they’re re-
ally hard to pull off successfully in real life. However, whether 

you’re an avid reader  or not, it’s a fun excuse to share ideas 
(and some wine) with a few friends. Many of us have been in 

book clubs that have crumbled quickly, or felt a  bit more like 

school than a social activity. But what if book club was  
actually fun instead of stressful?  What if the books were  

actually interesting instead of just impressive?  

Here are a few tips to creating a successful book club. 



 

 

Page 12 VALLEYTALK 

RVLS Has Scholarship Money Available 

Up to $100.00 per event for registration, mileage, meal, etc. 

Only one scholarship per person per fiscal year 

All member libraries eligible 

Name_____________________________________________ 

Library ___________________________________________ 

Event_____________________________________________ 

Date of  event_____________________ 

Scholarship requested for _____________________________________ (meal, room, etc.) 

Amount requested________________ 

Other information: 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

  Send your request to:   Republican Valley Library System 

      2727 W. 2nd Street  Suite # 233 
      Hastings, NE   68901 

Book Kit Update 

O Pioneers! Book Club Kits Available Now 

 

The One Book One Nebraska reading program, now in its ninth year, encourages Nebraskans across the 

state to read and discuss one book—chosen from books written by Nebraska authors or that have a Ne-

braska theme or setting. 2013 One Book One Nebraska encourages schools, libraries, and other literary 

and cultural organizations to host book discussions, activities and events focusing on Willa Cather’s  

O Pioneers!  

 

Book Club Kits include books, bookmarks, evaluation materials, and a list of web resources to help you 

find discussion questions, lesson plans, and events. Schedule your group now to read this great book and 

contact your Regional Library System or the Nebraska Library Commission (http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ref/

bookclub  or nlc.ask@nebraska.gov) to borrow the kit. For more information see one-

book.nebraska.gov/2013 or facebook.com/OneBookOneNebraska.  

 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ref/bookclub%20
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ref/bookclub%20
mailto:nlc.ask@nebraska.gov
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   Ellison on the Move 

Here’s the schedule for the Ellison, if you want 

on the schedule please contact us, or if it is near 

you, perhaps you could work out something with 

your neighbor. 

May 1, 2013—Hastings Middle School 

Jun 1, 2013—Dundy County Library, Benkelman 

July 1, 2013—Silver Lake School-Roseland 

August 1, 2013—Red Cloud Public School 

Dec. 1, 2013—Culbertson Public Library 

Jan 1, 2014—Wilcox Hildreth School—Wilcox 

The Ellison is available Sept, Oct, & Nov. 2013 

If you would like to schedule a time for your 

library to use the Ellison.  

Please email us at:  

                      rvlsasst@inebraska.com or  

                      rvlsadmin@inebraska.com 

Summer Reading Lists 
 

The Association for  

Library Service to 

Children (ALSC) recom-

mends these book titles 

to keep children engaged 

in reading throughout 

the summer. Three Summer Reading book 

lists are available for K-2nd, 3rd- 5th and 6th-

8th grade students. 

 

Each list is available to download for free in 

color and black and white. Lists can be cus-

tomized to include library information, 

summer hours and summer reading pro-

grams for children before making copies 

available to schools and patrons. 

 

Go to: http://www.ala.org/alsc/compubs/

booklists/summerreadinglist. 

    Winning Websites 
 

Wordnik (http://
www.wordnik.com/) is a new 
way to discover meaning. The 
site offers definitions, examples, 
synonyms, rhyming words, and 
a Word of the Day. There is also 
a pronunciation feature that 
reads the given word out loud. 
The Scrabble score is even  
included. 
 

 

Math Words (http://www.mathwords.com/) is a 
website designed for “math students who need an 
easy-to-use, easy-to-understand math resource all 
in one place. It is a comprehensive listing of  
formulas and definitions from beginning algebra to 
calculus. The explanations are readable for average 
math students, and over a thousand illustrations 
and examples are provided.” 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/compubs/booklists/summerreadinglist
http://www.ala.org/alsc/compubs/booklists/summerreadinglist
http://www.wordnik.com/
http://www.wordnik.com/
http://www.mathwords.com/
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Freegal Music for Your Library 
 

Have your patrons been asking for downloadable popular music? Library Ideas, LLC, has provided the Ne-
braska Library Commission with annual price quotes for Nebraska Libraries for their Freegal Music Service,  
http://www.libraryideas.com/freegal.html.  
 

Freegal contains over three million songs, new and old. The largest part of the collection is from Sony Music 

Entertainment and the rest is currently made up of independent labels. New songs are added regularly. With 

Freegal, each registered patron may download up to three song titles per week, DRM-free. That means that 

they never have to be returned or deleted, yet every song is still available to your other patrons. If your ILS 

does not support patron authentication, Library Ideas will handle authentication for you. 

 

The price for your library will be determined by past circulation statistics and population served. The base 

price may be discounted depending on the number of other Nebraska libraries subscribing to this service, 

see the discounts listed below. This offer is good through June 15, 2013. 

 

  12 libraries = 10% discount 

  15 libraries = 15% discount 

  20 libraries = 20% discount 

  30 libraries = 25% discount 

  40 libraries = 30% discount 

  60 libraries = 40% discount 

  80 libraries = 45% discount 
 

If you have any questions about prices, the service or the collection, or are interested in ordering, please con-
tact Devra Dragos at the Nebraska Library Commission by email devra.dragos@nebraska.gov or  
phone 800-307-2665. 

 

The Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) offers a single point of access to millions 

of items—photographs, manuscripts, books, sounds, moving images, and more—from 

libraries, archives, and museums around the United States. Users can browse and 

search the DPLA’s collections by timeline, map, format, and topic; save items to  

customized lists; and share their lists with others. Users can also explore digital  

exhibitions curated by the DPLA’s content partners and staff.  

 

Access to the DPLA is free of charge for all users. 

To explore this wealth of knowledge, go to http://dp.la/  

 

http://www.libraryideas.com/freegal.html
mailto:devra.dragos@nebraska.gov
http://dp.la/


 

 

Republican Valley Library System 
2727 West 2nd Street St. # 233 
Hastings, NE 68901-4684 

Serving Counties: 

Adams 

Chase 

Clay 

Dundy 

Franklin 

Frontier 

Furnas 

Gosper 

Harlan 

Hayes 

Hitchcock 

Kearney 

Lincoln 

Logan 

McPherson 

Nuckolls 

Perkins 

Phelps 

Red Willow 

Webster 

In the nonstop tsunami of global  

information, librarians provide us 

with floaties and teach us how to 

swim. 

                      ~Linton Weeks, Washington Post 


